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no definite disease. All that is found is the proof of starva-
tion in every tissue. To aid this reading of the facts we
have commonly a history of insufficient or of wrong feeding,
each in its own way mischievous, and ultimately fatal.
Nature cannot under the circumstances be made a scapegoat
for consequences the prevention of which is well within the
control of her human instruments, and neglect, if it cannot
be ascertained by hourly observation in these cases, is clearly
exposed by such evidence as exists. Unfortunately, it is often
sufficient merely to neglect an infant in order to assure its
death. The treatment appropriate to this form of social evil
has already in part been utilised. In registration, if properly
employed, we have its most natural remedy, but this, to be
effective, should go further than it now does. It should be

applied with no less care than in the case of orphan children
of a more advanced age who are boarded out, and, as we
have always contended, it ought to be required in the case
of persons entrusted with the care even of a single child.
Inspection, careful and methodical, must likewise form an
essential part of the arrangement, not only prior to the
reception of children, but periodically afterwards during the
period of nursing or adoption. About this there should be
no great difficulty, and surely registration, if it is to be of

any real value, must take account of the character, history,
and competence of those who live and work under its

guarantee. Such duties as these should impose no heavy
burden on parochial authorities, to whom they might most
naturally be entrus ted. -

BOOKS AS DISSEMINATORS OF DISEASE.

MR. R. H. SHERARD’S notes in the A?ltl101’ are always
interesting, but they do not often treat of matters that

specially concern the medical profession. In the last issue
of our contemporary, however, the Parisian correspondence
contains the following allusion to the transmissibility of
infection by means of books. "At a recent sitting of the
Acad6mie de Medecine two doctors, MM. Cazal and Catrin,
declared very emphatically that the risk of contagion by the
use of books which have been in the hands of persons
suffering from infectious diseases is a very great
one, and they described a number of experiments by
which they had established the truth of this statement.

One is glad to hear that the risk is greatly enhanced
in the case of those objectionable persons who moisten
their fingers in order to turn over the leaves." There
can be no doubt that the contagion of certain disorders may
be conveyed in the manner described, and that the trans-
ference of noxious germs is much facilitated when the pages
of a volume are manipulated by the help of saliva-moistened
digits. It is astonishing how widespread the latter practice
is even among people who pride themselves on "culture."
An observer has only to pay a visit to a public library if he
wishes for ocular proof that fully 75 per cent. of the

readers are addicted to the reprehensible habit. Among
skilled artisans it is well-nigh universally prevalent,
although the manual dexterity they are bound to

have acquired might be supposed to render it un-

necessary. Persons whose tactile sensibility is not very
acute for lack of cultivation may be excused if they find
it difficult to separate the leaves of a new book, especially
when the paper is thin. With such a damp finger and thumb
are almost a necessity, and if small sponges saturated with
some harmless antiseptic fluid and fixed in suitable

receptacles could be provided for them in reading-rooms
they would, no doubt, be grateful. Mr. Sherard’s advice
to studious people is " never to borrow books, but
for each man aud woman to buy his or her own

copy." Were this advice followed the risk of contagion
1 We must apologise if we have misspelled the author’s surname. In

the signature to his letter there is only one r, but in the table of
contents there are two.

eos libris would unquestionably be reduced to a minimum,
but we fear that MM. Cazal and Catrin’s co-mmuniqui will
not cause enough panic to relax the purse-strings of the

reading public to any appreciable extent. In this connexion
we may draw attention to another unseemly, but extremely
common, usage, which is likewise calculated to assist in the

dissemination of disease. We allude to the application of
lead-pencils to the lips before use. Doubtless the danger of
L conveying infection in this way is not very great, because
pencils for the most part are the private and exclusive pro-

perty of individuals; still there are cases in which these

implements are provided pro bono (or malo) publico. As
i examples we may mention telegraph offices, attendance
i registers, visitors’ books, &c.

TAKING THE OATH IN COURTS OF LAW.

WE are glad to see that his Honour, Judge Emden of the
Lambeth County Court, has had notices posted up calling
attention to the fact that the book" need not be kissed
when taking an oath. The officers of the court are also
instructed to tell witnesses when being sworn that they need
not kiss the book unless they like. This is a most salutary
and wholesome decision, and we hope Judge Emden’s

example will be followed by every court in the kingdom. We
wonder whether the worthy people who are horrified at the
kissing of the Gospels being left out have any idea of what
kissing the book really means. They probably think that
the Gospels are used as the printed word of God. But the

origin of using them is not so. The use of the book was
a form of calling upon the saints 11 to witness if I lie,"
and the old form of taking an oath was to lay the hand upon
the book, saying, So help me God and the Holy Gospels,"
meaning the writers thereof. The book was on rare occa-

sions kissed as well, but the old form existed for a long time
after the Reformation, and it was only Protestant scruples
that brought in the alteration, omitted any verbal reference
to the Gospels, and made the kissing obligatory. So, for
once, sanitary common sense and Catholic antiquity go
hand in hand. 

___

TUMOUR OF THE CORPUS CALLOSUM.

IN the last number of Brain Dr. W. B. Ransome gives an
account of an interesting and unusual case. A woman aged
twenty-four, married for two and a half years, sought advice
on account of general nervousness and fits. Her family his-
tory showed a neurotic strain, and since marriage she and
her husband had led a restless, pleasure-seeking life,
indulging freely in alcohol, although not in such quantities
as to cause intoxication. The patient had never been

pregnant, and there was no history of syphilis, either in-
herited or acquired. Her first fit occurred two years before
she was seen, after a mental shock. They had subsequently
occurred as often as every other day ; latterly, however, only
once a week. The fits were preceded by excitement and a
peculiar sensation in the temples. Spasms then occurred in
the left hand, consciousness was lost, and although the
tongue was not bitten there was occasionally involuntary
escape of urine. For six months there had been pro-
minence of the eyes, palpitation and sweats, but no

enlargement of the neck. When she was treated as

an out-patient the fits ceased, but the excitement in-

creased, so that six weeks after she was first seen she was
admitted to hospital, being then in a semi-maniacal con-

dition. There were slight general tremors, the knee-jerks
were normal, and there was distinct commencing optic
neuritis in each eye. She improved for a month. Then she

had a rise of temperature and a fit in which the left side
of the mouth was drawn up, the eyes were turned to the

left, and the left hand was clenched, while the left leg
and arm were rigidly extended, and the former twitched


